Dipl. Biol. Dr. phil.
Andreas Weber

Instagram: f

Profession

Academic Degrees

Born
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Research Interests

Biologist and philosopher, writer

Dr. phil. (Cultural Studies, summa cum laude) 2002

Dipl. Biol. (Diploma, Marine Biology) 1996
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German, [talian, French, English, Spanish, Czech {beginner)

— Bard College, Berlin

— UNISG, Pollenzo, Italy

— University of the Arts, Berlin

— Leuphana University, Liineburg

— College for Music, Nuremberg

— Schumacher College, Totnes, Devon, UK

— Hamburg University

My work centers around a biological understanding of living beings as embodied
subjects. As both a (marine) biologist and a philosopher | am curious to imagine
and understand how biological entities — bodies and ecosystems — unfold feeling,
meaningfulness and the perspective of a self from their physicochemical
conditions. | have been trained as a PhD student in the research group of Francisco
Varela (with whom | have published on that topic). In my work | have combined his
enactive approach to cognitive science, epistemology and philosophy of mind with
positions in the tradition of Biosemiotics to which | have close ties. | have
subsequently developed a "Biopoetics" — a view which understands life as an
embodied unfolding of poetic meaning and experience. In the last years this
research has led me deeper into the ethical and political implications of sharing life
with all the other organisms and the cosmos. In this regard, Animism — as the type
of cosmology that characterizes many indigenous cultures, is one important
interlocutor for understanding reality as "society of subjects”. Accordingly, | am
developing an environmental ethics in which the ethical subjects are more-than-

human, distributed and in a continuous process of reciprocal creation together




with the "commons” of life. | am involved in ongoing research-cooperations
between western and indigenous scientists in order to advance ethical protocols
for collaborative cultures with the more-than-human world.

Books
— Esshar Sein. Klein Jasedow: ThinkOYA, 2023, forthcoming.
— Sharing Life. The Ecopolitics of Reciprocity. New Delhi & Berlin: Boll-Stiftung,
2020.
— Warum Kompromisse schlieffen? Berlin: Duden-Verlag, 2020 (Translated into
[talian language as "L'arte di non vincere", Lindau, 2023).
-— Enlivenment. Toward a Poetics for the Anthropocene. New edition. Cambridge,
IVIA: MIT Press, 2019 (Translated into French and Spanish languages).
— Indigenialitét. Berlin: Nicolai 2018 (Translation into French language, Le
Pommier, forthcoming).
— Matter and Desire. An Erotic Ecology. White River Junction: Chelsea Green, in
print. (US English edition of Lebendigkeit, 2014). Translation: Rory Bradley, 2017.
— Sein und Teilen. Wirklichkeit als schépferische Praxis. Bielefeld: transcript Verlag,
2017.
— Biopoetics. Towards an Existential Ecology. New York, Heidelberg et.al.:
Springer, 2016.
~— The Biology of Wonder. Aliveness, Feeling, and the Metamorphosis of Science.
With a foreword by David Abram. New Society Publishers, Gabriola Island, BC,
2016 (US English edition of Alles fiihlt, 2014).
— Enlivenment. Eine Kultur des Lebens. Versuch einer Poetik fiir das Anthropozdn.
Berlin: Matthes & Seitz, 2016.
— Lebendigkeit. Eine erotische Okologie. Miinchen: Kdsel-Verlag 2014 (Translated
into Czech, English and Estonian languages).
— Das Quatsch-Matsch-Buch, (with Emma und Max). Miinchen: Késel-Verlag 2013
(Translated into Czech language).
-— Enlivenment. Towards a fundamental shift in the concepts of nature, culture
and politics. Berlin: Verlag der Heinrich-Boll-Stiftung 2013.
— Minima Animalia. Ein Stundenbuch der Natur. Klein Jasedow: thinkOYA 2012
(Translated into Czech language, forthcoming).
— Mehr Matsch. Kinder brauchen Natur. Berlin: Ullstein 2011 {Translated into
Czech language).
— Biokapital. Die VersGhnung von Okonomie, Natur und Menschlichkeit, Berlin:
Berlin-Verlag 2008 {Translated into Korean anmd Dutch Languages).
— Alles fiihit. Mlensch, Natur und die Revolution der Lebenswissenschaften, Berlin:
Berlin-Verlag 2007. New edition with a foreword by Michael Succow: Klein
Jasedow: thinkOya 2014 (Translated into English, Korean, Slovenian, Estonian and
Czech languages).
— Natur als Bedeutung. Versuch einer semiotischen Theorie des Lebendigen.

Wiirzburg: Kénigshausen & Neumann 2003.




Research contacts Charles University in Prague | CUNI - Department of Philosophy and History of
Science {contact: Prof. Anton Markos)

Nulungu Research Institute, University of Notre Dame, Australia (contact: Prof.
Sandra Wooltorton)

Kimberley Transitions/Centre for People, Place and Planet (contact: Prof. Anne
Poelina)

School of Human Ecology, and Professor, Department of Psychiatry, School of
Medicine and Public Health, University of Wisconsin—-Madison, USA (contact: Prof.
Charles Raison)

French Medical Research Institute (INSERM), Lyon CNRL (personal contact, Prof.
Antoine Lutz)

University Tartu, Department for Semiotics (personal contact: Prof. Kalevi Kull, Dr.
Tiimo Maran)

Mind & Life Institute, Europe {personal contact, chairperson Amy Varela)
Othering & Belonging Institute, Berkeley University, Berkely CA, USA {personal
contact: Dr. Yuria Celidwen)

Universita delle Scienza Gastronomiche, Pollenzo, Italy {contact: Vice Rector Prof.
Nicola Perullo)

University of Turin, Department of Philosophy (contact: Prof. Federico Vercellone)

Lectures/Workshops : 25+ speaking/teaching events annually

Magazine Writing GEO Magazine, National Geographic Magazine, Die Zeit, Greenpeace Magazine,
OYA magazine, among others.

Since 1994 100+ features and essays published

Time Spent Abroad 2009— regularly living and writing in Varese Ligure, Liguria, Italy
1998-9 Research scholarship with Francisco Varela in Paris. Seminar with Philippe

Descola (Collége de France, Anthropologie de la nature).

1993 Marine Laboratory of the Musée National d’Histoire Naturelle, Dinard

(Bretagne, France)

Grants | Residencies 2020 Faber Lull Writing Residency, Olot, Catalonia, Spain
2017 Franz-Edelmaier Residency for Literature and Human Rights, Meran, Italy

2016 Fellow, Bogliasco Foundation, Bogliasco (GE), italy, and New York

2016 Jonathan Rowe Commons Fellow, Mesa Refuge, Point Reyes Station, CA

2009 Artist-in-residence, Casa Zia Lina, Elba, Thylll-Diirr-Foundation, Stansstad,

Suisse

2003 Print grant for the doctoral thesis by VG-WORT organization

1998-9 Research Scholarship with Francisco Varela, CNRS, Paris, by the French

Government

1997-2000 Doctoral Dissertation scholarship of German Federal Environmental




Foundation {Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt)
.1993 Three-month-scholarship at the Marine Laboratory of the Musée National
d’Histoire Naturelle, Dinard {Bretagne, France)

Awards Nautilus Gold Book Award for ,,Matter & Desire” 2017
Annual national writer’s award, German Society for Nutrition DGE, 2012

German National Feature Writing Award (Deutscher Reporterpreis), category Essay,

2010
Congress and event European Summer Research Institute, Mind & Life Europe, Istituto Lama Tzong
organization / Third- Khapa, Pomaia, Italy (Planning commitee and faculty, 2023)
Party Funded Projects Earthfest/Erdfest. Funded by German National Agency for the
and Funding Obtained Protection of Nature

{Project co-leader, funding volume 165 971.58 Euros, 2017-2019)

Cultures of Enlivenment, funded by Cocreatio Stiftung and

Schweisfurth-Stiftung

(Project co-leader, funding volume 15 000 Euros, 2013-2017)

Innovation Workshop Aliveness, Heinrich-Boll-Foundation {Project leader, funding
volume 10 000 Euros, 2012)

Marine Biology 1992 Plancton and Water quality assessments, RV Gauss, PRISMA project, North
Research Sea
1993 Reproductive Biology and Lab-raising of benthic Polychaetes (N. diversicolor),

Dinard, France (three months internship)

1994 Plancton and Water quality assessments, RV Heincke, PRISMA project, North

Sea

1995 Plancton and Water quality assessments, RV Heincke, North Sea

1996 Diversity of benthic nematodes of anoxic shallow mudflats, Baltic Sea,

Germany (Diploma degree thesis research)

Berlin, December 2023
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